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Close Calls 
as Merger 
Falls 
 
 

by Irene Wrenner 

Minutes after the Essex Middle 

School polls officially closed,   

a voter appeared and asked if 

he might cast his already filled-

out ballot. The poll captain 

turned him away.  

That vote, combined with a 

handful of provisional ballots, 

may have made a difference in 

the race for a 3-year seat on 

the Essex  

Selectboard.  

Preliminary 

results indi-

cated TOV 

resident and 

Essex Zon-

ing Board 

Member Tracey Delphia ousted 

TIV resident and first-term    

Selectboard Chair Elaine Haney 

by just four votes. 

Close races beget recounts. 

Haney’s (then Sopchak’s) first 

Selectboard race in 2018 was 

won by 19-votes, a margin of 

victory confirmed by a recount. 

In this, Haney's re-election bid, 

Delphia prevailed by a two-vote 

margin.  

The last time a merger vote 

failed (January 2007), then 

Chair of the Selectboard Tom 

James lost his seat to a first-

time candidate soon afterward. 

The March 2nd merger vote 

was even closer than the 187-

vote NO victory 14 years ago.  

A mere 17 votes – 19 after the 

recount – made the difference 

this time around; however, the 

outcomes per district were as 

stark as ever.  

The Village, which went YES in 

November at 74%, saw even 

more enthusiasm here at 81%.  

The TOV, which did not vote in 

November, went NO at 72%, a 

point higher than its decisive 

vote last March in favor of 

“3+3”, the fair representation 

charter change.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Pre-Election Day winds downed the Town’s “Greater Essex” Banner along 

Susie Wilson Road. The future looks to be just as turbulent for Essex.  

Essex Free Library Board 
Rejects Pro-Merger Sign 

by Irene Wrenner 

The Board of Directors of the 

Essex Free Library voted (6-0-1) 

at their February 17th meeting 

to ask the Town Manager to 

move the pro-merger sign that 

had been placed there to a 

(Continued on page 4) 

Close Calls as Merger Falls 

March Town Meeting Election Results 

https://www.essexjunction.org/fileadmin/files/Administration/Town_meeting_2021_results_-_Final.pdf
https://www.essexjunction.org/fileadmin/files/Administration/Town_meeting_2021_results_-_Final.pdf
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The TIV and TOV have similar 

populations, but 1,275 more 

TOV voters cast ballots. 

The Selectboard allocated, and 

spent some portion of, more 

than $100,000 to formulate 

their merger plan – including a 

consulting firm, attorney, and 

merger project manager – and 

to market it via booklets and 

banners. Political action com-

mittees played roles as well.  

The “One Essex” PAC formed 

last fall to push for a YES vote  

on the Village Merger Charter. 

Its donors funded more than 

$7,000 in expenses this winter 

toward a YES on the Town   

Merger Charter, per their sole 

campaign finance report, dated 

2/25/21.  

The “NoMergerNow” PAC spent 

more than $2,500 on their 

campaign, according to their 

most recent filing, dated 

2/26/21. (Disclosure: NMN’s 

founder authored this article 

and publishes this paper.) 

Selectboard member Dawn Hill-

Fleury, who 

was appoint-

ed to fill a 

vacancy last 

June, won 

her race for  

a one-year  

unexpired 

term. She 

will continue to serve out the 

term of office for the seat 

abandoned by Annie Cooper 

last April. 

Voters re-elected Steve Eustis 

as Moderator, approved the 

FY22 Town budget and a bond 

for the regional Water District. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 EDC to Study Local Option Tax  

Complaint Filed Against "One Essex" PAC 
 

A complaint has been filed with the Vermont Attorney General's 

office regarding the lack of timely campaign finance reporting 

by the pro-merger political action committee. 

“One Essex” failed to file for the January 31st and February 20th 

deadlines as required by law. The purpose of such filing dates is 

the timely, public disclosure of the contributors to and expenses 

for each campaign. 

   

Read more at www.essexretorter.com/pro-merger-pac-negligent. 

by Irene Wrenner 

 

Weeks before this month’s vote 

on merger with its tax reper-

cussions, Town staff encour-

aged the Economic Development 

Commission to study a Local 

Option Tax: how it might be   

implemented and spent, and 

any effects on local businesses.  

Five staff members attended a 

special meeting of the EDC,  

held on February 22nd. 

Selectboard Chair Elaine Haney 

attended and expressed eager-

ness to generate revenue in 

ways other than property tax. 

The conventional wisdom is that 

a LOT would be at least partly 

funded by non-residents of    

Essex, helping to reduce the tax 

burden on property owners. 

Town Manager Evan Teich     

cautioned that if the LOT were 

assessed on meals, rooms and 

alcohol, its proceeds would vary 

with the health of the economy 

and not be a predictable source 

of revenue. Therefore, LOT    

revenue might best be used for 

capital expenses, rather than 

the General Fund Budget items. 

The State of Vermont will not 

identify the revenues generated 

by the LOT as being from the 

TOV vs TIV, and it will keep 31% 

as its processing fee. Manager 

Evan Teich noted that the State 

of Illinois takes a 2% cut. 

A memo from staff, dated Feb. 

17, suggested the EDC survey 

Essex businesses to determine 

how a LOT might impact them. 

Businesses outside of Essex 

should also be surveyed,     sug-

gested interim Community    De-

velopment Director Owiso Maku-

ku, to see how the LOT has af-

fected their business,     if at all. 

In addition to surveying busi-

nesses, a task force made up  of 

two EDC members and staff will 

begin to meet non-publicly. 

Comments from the public  not-

ed that a LOT is a regressive tax. 

It hits low-income earners harder 

because it is a larger percentage 

of their incomes.  

A question arose as to whether 

cell phones, cable and online 

purchases would be subject to 

the 1% additional tax. Staff 

agreed to look into it. 

We are only in the study phase, 

stressed Annie Cooper, EDC 

Chair. Public outreach would oc-

cur at a later date. 

http://www.essexretorter.com/pro-merger-pac-negligent
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Selectboard Notables / History 
by Ken Signorello & Irene Wrenner 
 

Last winter the Brownell Library newspaper archives were the source of much compelling Selectboard trivia. 

Our notes from those evening sessions led to conversations with folks who remembered Select men and 

women of yore. Thanks to everyone who contributed to this compilation! 

___________  

Since 1950, John Bartlett was the only Selectboard member to serve three discontinuous terms. 

Robert Whitcomb (served 1951-1957) was an active Harness Racer and ran the 640-acre Whitcomb farm 

at the end of South Street. 

I.E. Clausing, who served in the 1950s and '60s, made the beautiful table at the Historical Society. 

From Eva Clough: “[Clausing] was a carpenter, the beautiful table that we have at the museum was made 

by him and I have a couple of tall shelves unfinished that he made." [The Harriet Farnsworth Powell Histori-

cal Museum is located at 3 Browns River Rd and is home to the Essex Community Historical Society.]  

Perry H. Towers, elected in 1970, was the son of R.H Towers and the only son to follow a father since 

1950. 

In 1972, the 3-member Selectboard became a 5-member Selectboard. 

Bernie Parizo, who served in the early ‘70s and again in the ‘80s, also served as a Village Trustee, and 

eventually a state legislator. 

Robert Kennison, first elected in 1970, is remembered by his son Brad as having explained that “the Circ 

Highway from Williston to Colchester would have cost $20 million. Compare that to the portion that was 

actually completed at a cost of ~ $60 million.” 

Barbara Higgins in 1974 was the first woman elected to the SB and later became the first female Chair. 

Jerry Firkey, elected to the SB in 1978, also served his community in other capacities, including Town  

Constable, Civil Defense Director, Zoning Administrator, Grand Juror*, Town Service Officer*, Town Health 

Officer*, Volunteer Recreation Director and Volunteer Fireman. (*Still serving) 

Peter Lyon was elected by write-in votes in 1981. 

Ted Baker, was a Town Lister and Town Assessor before being elected to the Selectboard in 1985. 

Marty Myers was elected in 1984 on a re-vote of a tie vote outcome. Linda Myers succeeded her husband 

Marty, the only Selectboard member to die in office. Combined, they served for 30 years. 

Over the past 70 years, at least one woman has served on the Selectboard for 42 of them; two served for 

14 years; and for 5 years, women held the majority of the Selectboard seats. 

 

Selectboard Members  

from Inside-the-Village & Outside-the-Village 
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more neutral location. 

The website listed at the bot-

tom of the banner had been 

promoting merger for more 

than a year, and, according to 

the EFL BOD's meeting 

minutes, "was controversial 

and not suitable" for place-

ment on Library property. 

Typically, a sandwich board 

urging "VOTE" appeared in  

advance of Town Meeting Day. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Short-lived banner in front of Free     

Library along Route 15 / Jericho Road. 

Stopwatch Democracy 
 

If Selectboard Chair Elaine Haney 

and Town Manager Evan Teich 

had been in charge, they would 

have halted Abe Lincoln’s Get-

tysburg Address at the two-

minute mark, and these words 

would never have been spoken:  

“ … government of the people, 

by the people, for the people, 

shall not perish from the earth.”  

Fortunately, they weren’t there; 

unfortunately, though, they’re 

here. Haney and Teich rule the 

roost at Selectboard hearings, 

enforcing Haney’s hierarchical 

version of “stopwatch democra-

cy,” where citizens are largely to 

be seen and not heard. 

Consider the February 1st public 

hearing on the merger plan. 

Haney handed down her dictate: 

no resident could speak more 

than two minutes; each resident 

could speak only once; and no 

one, but no one, could cede 

their time to someone else. It 

was the political equivalent of 

lecturing grade-schoolers on a 

field trip. 

Consider long-time resident 

Andy Snyder’s experience.    

After initially struggling with 

his technology – who hasn’t? – 

Snyder was making his point 

only to be interrupted by Teich, 

our highly-paid timekeeper,  

intoning “Thirty seconds.”   

When Haney later warned, “Ten 

seconds,” a frustrated Snyder 

replied, “I mean, gee whiz, I’ve 

been in this town since 1971. 

This is the first time I’ve really 

spoken.” After the way he was 

treated, it would not be sur-

prising if it were the last. 

None of this is new. Running  

for the Selectboard in 2009, I 

wrote in my campaign material, 

“If you live in a town our size, 

you need networks and sys-

tems of governance that can 

get the best out of our people 

and not dismiss their creativity 

and commitment 

to our community. 

"Sometimes, 

though, I believe 

our governmental 

leadership thinks 

of us voters as  

the enemy.”  

Twelve years later, little has 

changed. 

For all of us, then, this is the  

important lesson: 

You don’t need a mob using  

battering rams to undermine  

democracy; sometimes, it only 

takes two people. And, all they 

need is a stopwatch! 

Bruce S. Post, a former Selectboard 

member, was chief of staff for the 

1980 presidential candidate U.S.  

Congressman John B. Anderson. 

https://www.essexretorter.com/donate
https://www.essexvt.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_02172021-1106
https://www.essexvt.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/_02172021-1106

